

Adopted 8/22/17


Introduced by Council Member Gaffney and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Wilson, Anderson, R. Brown, Ferraro, Morgan, Newby, Becton, Bowman, Dennis, Brosche, Boyer and Schellenberg:


RESOLUTION 2017-579-A
CONGRATULATING AND HONORING DR. JOHN ALLEN NEWMAN, SENIOR PASTOR OF THE SANCTUARY @ MT. CALVARY, ON THE JOYOUS OCCASION OF HIS 34TH YEAR IN THE PULPIT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
houses of worship are pillars in the community; churches are sanctuaries that provide spiritual nourishment for those in need, fellowship on joyous occasions, solace for the bereaved and guidance for those in search of the Light; and

WHEREAS,
the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary has long been a venerable institution of worship in Jacksonville; established as Mount Calvary in 1892 under the spiritual guidance of the Reverend S. L. Murray, the congregation first assembled at the corner of Stonewall and Park Streets in  Brooklyn; and

WHEREAS,
in April 1983, the Reverend Dr. John Allen Newman became the shepherd of Mount Calvary; under Dr. Newman’s spiritual leadership, the church became the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary in 1991; during his tenure, Pastor Allen created or revitalized numerous ministries to serve the parishioners and the community, including: youth, education, seniors, women, men, music, wellness, audio-visual, Agape, partner advocacy and mentoring; and
WHEREAS,
Dr. Newman committed the church to opening its arms and offering its alms to those in the community who were in need; in 2009, Dr. Newman worked with a local law firm to feed the hungry on Thanksgiving Day; in 2010, the congregation made generous donations to feed 400 on Thanksgiving Day; the following year, the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary provided boxed meals for 500 families for Thanksgiving, including families living at Hubbard House; and

WHEREAS,
believing that the church should be firmly rooted in the community, under Dr. Newman’s leadership, the church partnered with Baptist Hospital to provide health and wellness resources, became a Red Cross shelter-ready agency, gave Christmas angel gifts to Brentwood Elementary School and donated the overflow to Wolfson Children’s Hospital and to the children residing at Hubbard House; and
WHEREAS, a fervent believer in civic responsibility, Dr. Newman has been actively involved in the community’s civic endeavors and has encouraged parishioners to be actively involved as well; Dr. Newman is the immediate past Chairman of the Board of the Jacksonville Port Authority, he is a member of the Board of Directors of the Jacksonville Urban league, is on the Board of Directors of Cornerstone Jacksonville and has counseled Mayors, Sheriffs and other Jacksonville public figure; and

WHEREAS,
Pastor John Allen Newman’s influence and reach stretch beyond local perimeters; he regularly travels to Africa where he pastors numerous churches in Kenya and Uganda and provides medical, spiritual and economic support; and

WHEREAS,
currently in his 34th year as shepherd and Senior Pastor of the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary, Pastor John Allen Newman has made the church into a beacon for many who have sought the Light and its graces; he has been a passionate, dynamic teacher, preacher counselor and leader. Jacksonville is fortunate in having him in our midst and the Council is honored to recognize him on the joyous occasion of his 34th anniversary as Senior Pastor of the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary; now therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

 The City Council does hereby congratulate and honor Dr. John Allen Newman, Senior Pastor of the Sanctuary @ Mt. Calvary on the joyous occasion of his 34th year in the pulpit and extends its best wishes for continued success and Godspeed in the years ahead.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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